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that it must nedes bringe the weale publike into great jeoperdie and
Iiasarde. And as he was thus sayinge, he shaked his heade, and made
a wrie mouthe, and so he helde his peace. And all that were there
present, with one assert agreed to his sayinge. Well, quod the Cardi-
nal!, yet it were harde to judge without a proffe, whether this order
would do wel here or no. But when the sentence of death is geven,
if than the kinge shoulde commaunde execution to be defferred and
spared, and would prove this order and fassion: takinge awaye the
priviliges of all saintuaries: if then the profe shoulde declare the
thinge to be good and profitable, than it were wel done that it were
stablished: els the condempned and reprived persons may as wel and
as justly be put to death after this profe, as when they were first
cast Neither any jeoperdie can in the meane space growe herof.
Yea, and me thynketh that these vagaboundes may very wel be
ordered after the same fashion, against whom we have hitherto made
so many lawes, and so litle prevailed. When the Cardinall had thus
saide, than every man gave greate praise to my sayinges, which a
litle before they had disallowed. But moost of al was estemed that
which was spoken of vagaboundes, bicause it was the Cardmalles owne
addition. I can not tell whether it were best to reherse the communi-
cation that folowed, for it was not very sad.
But yet you shall heare it, for there was no evil in it, and partlye it
parteined to the matter before saide. There chaunced to stand by a
certein jesting parasite, or scoffer, which wold seme to resemble and
counterfeit the foole. But he did in such wise counterfeit, that
he was almost the very same in dede that he labored to represent: he
so studied with wordes and sayinges brought furth so out of time
and place to make sporte and move laughter, that he himselfe was
oftener laughed at then his jestes were. Yet the foolishe fellowe
brought out now and then such indifferent and reasonable stufle,
that he made the proverbe true, which saieth: he that shoteth oft, at
the last shal hit the mark.
So that when one of the company sayd, that throughe my com-
munication a good order was founde for theves, and that the Cardi-
nal also had wel provided for vagaboundes, so that only remained
some good provision to be made for them that through sicknes and
age were fallen into povertie, and were become so important and un-
weldie, that they were not hable to worke for their livinge: Tushe
(quod he) let me alone with them: you shall se me do well ynough
with them. For I had rather then any good, that this kinde of people
were driven sumwher oute of my sight, they have so sore troubled me
manye times and ofte, when they have wyth their lamentable teares
begged money of me: and yet they coulde never to my mynde so tune
their songe, th^t thereby they ever got of me one farthinge. For
ever more the one of these two chaunced: either that I would not,